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Friday, May 31, 2019 
 
Dear Parent and Guardians in our GMS Community, 
As many of you may know, we have been dealing with some challenging social media 
situations at school, in particular some Instagram accounts set up to host memes 
(photos with text added) that were intended to bring very personal ridicule and disrepute 
to some of our Glenrosa Middle School Staff and their families.  Yesterday, Mr. Franklin 
and I spoke to every student in attendance about the need for communities to take care 
of each other, and about the responsibility that we have when we participate—in any 
form—in behaviours and activities intended to harm others.  Overall, I want to assure 
you that the response from our student community was positive, and I ask that you 
continue the conversations that we are having at school with your children at home.  
I feel it is also important to share some of the information from the following Central 
Okanagan Public Schools Policy documents: 
Shared Roles and Responsibilities for Digital Technology in Schools 
 

• “Use of technologies and digital citizenship is a shared responsibility between 
students, parents/guardians, educators, schools, districts, and 
governments.  Given the dynamic nature of digital technology, all groups work 
together to reduce the risks posed by Internet usage and promote positive digital 
citizenship practices.” 

• “Students are to refrain from using technology to engage in or share obscene, 
profane, inflammatory, embarrassing, threatening, or disrespectful language or 
media of any kind.” 
 

Policy 486 - Student Use of Electronic and Social Media Communication 
 
Some of the Responsibilities of the Student are to: 
 

• “Demonstrate digital citizenship, both during and outside of school hours, by 
conducting all related activities in a responsible, ethical, legal and respectful 
manner in accordance with the District and School’s Codes of Conduct and the 
Student Network Account and Internet Agreement.” 
 

• “Respect the privacy of others (e.g. students, staff, parents and community 
members), including but not limited to, the sharing of photos, videos, and 
personal information, without informed consent. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R_XMdu05b4QEOwnk3QzqAQoCHY9zf4JdmiDHz6Pvk8I/edit
http://www.sd23.bc.ca/Board/Policies/Section%204%20%20Students/486.pdf
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We do recognize that many students often use social media networks, cell phones and 
other devices to communicate with family and friends. These are helpful communication 
tools; however, these tools also present inherent risks to the safety and well-being of 
students if the technology is used inappropriately. If students choose to use social 
media networks, cell phones, iPods, laptops, tablets or other related technology 
equipment, they must abide by the school's Code of Conduct and Central Okanagan 
Public School’s policy for Student Use of Electronic and Social Media 
Communication (referenced above). Personal devices may only be used during 
instructional time at the discretion of the classroom teacher.  
If at any point, students' use of technology interferes with or distracts from the learning 
of others or the safety and well-being of others, schools may intervene and issue 
consequences in relation to the outlined school code of conduct and district policy. 
Schools will also not be held responsible for any misplaced, lost, stolen, or broken items 
brought to school by students. 
To guide your conversations at home, we would also like to reference our District's 
Digital Health & Wellness Guide for Students, Staff and Families.  For example: 

• “Thinking critically before you post - Is it ...True? Helpful? Inspiring? Necessary? 
Kind?” 

• “Reflect on how your interactions online may contribute positively or negatively to 
a given situation.” 

• “Be a positive leader - set an example for others that reflects optimism, positivity 
and caring.” 

 
It is important to remind students that simply "liking" an image or post, validates the 
content, and when we add our electronic approval to something that brings harm to 
someone else we—intentionally or not—invite others to join in. 
 
Schools and families have a shared responsibility to support our learners in developing 
positive, and healthy, digital habits.  Please join with us and your children as we strive to 
move forward with positive and healthy conversations in our student community. 
 
Please feel free to call me at the school if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Thank you for your help. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Scott Parker 
Principal, Glenrosa Middle School 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rb-VrLz6_4JW9BQDLcTuafw8FD3r8nnIZpxROOUpZDI/edit

